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Our Credo

The National Federation of the Blind knows that blindness is not the characteristic that defines you or your future. Every day we raise the expectations of blind people, because low expectations create obstacles between blind people and our dreams. You can live the life you want; blindness is not what holds you back!
Greetings from the Officers and Board of Directors:
Officers:

Sharon Maneki, President, Columbia

Deborah Brown, First Vice President, Rockville

Jesse Hartle, Second Vice President, Lutherville

Judy Rasmussen, Secretary, Kensington

Shawn Jacobson, Treasurer, Olney

Board of Directors:

Darlene Barrett, Columbia

Michelle Clark, Springdale

Melissa Lomax, Gwynn Oak

Maurice Peret, Baltimore

Michon Smith, Columbia

Melissa Riccobono, Baltimore

The National Federation of the Blind Pledge:

I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind to achieve equality, opportunity, and security for the blind; to support the policies and programs of the Federation; and to abide by its Constitution.

LIVE THE LIFE YOU WANT
Lyrics copied from October 2015 Presidential Release by Lloyd Rasmussen

Chorus: Live the life you want. Nobody can stop you.
Shoot for the sun and break on through.
So you're blind. You'll be fine. We've got good news!
You can live the life you want. Yes, we know the truth.
Grab a cane, get trained, gotta get movin'.
Make a change in the wage, that's what we're doin'.
Come with me, yeah 
Chorus
You and me, NFB, let's dream together.
NFB, you and me, lives on forever.
You will see yeah
Chorus

You can live the life you want. You’ll know the truth.
About the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland

The National Federation of the Blind of Maryland (NFBMD), an affiliate of the National Federation of the Blind (NFB), is an organization of blind people and their friends. We believe in the full capacity of blind people; we have the power, influence, diversity and determination to help transform our dreams into reality. Our members work together for a brighter tomorrow by raising the expectations for blind people everywhere so that blind persons can live the life they want.
Who We Are

The National Federation of the Blind of Maryland is a 501c(3) nonprofit made up of blind people of all ages, their families and friends. Our strong local chapters and divisions, and well-trained leaders help newly blind people adjust to vision loss, and promote the full participation and integration of blind people in our communities. We bring our collective experiences together to effect change at the state and national level.

What We Do

· Assist blind persons to acquire the skills of independence

· Help blind persons to develop confidence in themselves through our many service activities
· Teach blind persons the skills of leadership through active participation in conventions, chapter meetings, and civic activities
· Encourage blind seniors to continue their active and meaningful lifestyles
· Prepare blind students for productive tax-paying careers through academic and training scholarships

· Inform diabetics about their options for coping with vision loss
· Support parents and friends of blind children with information about the capabilities of the blind

· Protect and promote the civil rights of blind persons through public education and legislative action
· Advocate for policies that eliminate discrimination and guarantee equal access to educational programs and high quality rehabilitation
· Educate the public through seminars, community activities and our publications
Chapters and Divisions of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland

At Large Chapter
Marguerite Woods, President, (443) 271-1668, mwoods719@gmail.com
Monthly meetings third Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. via phone (641) 715-3272 and access code is 720125

Baltimore County Chapter
Ruth Sager, President, (410) 602-9030, rsager@bism.org
Monthly meetings fourth Wednesday in Pikesville, MD

Central Maryland Chapter
Darlene Barrett, President, (410) 997-9664, chicagirl3@verizon.net
Monthly meetings first Tuesday in Columbia, MD

Greater Carroll County Chapter
Cathy Orzalek-Kroner. President, (410) 871-9931, corzolek@mcdaniel.edu 
Meetings are the second Saturday in Westminster, MD 
Delmarva Chapter
Danielle Earl, President, (443) 359-5882, dearl@bism.org
Monthly meetings second Saturday in Salisbury, MD


Greater Baltimore Chapter
Ellen Ringlein, President, 443-516-7855, greaterbaltimore@nfbmd.org
Monthly meetings third Saturday in Baltimore, MD


Greater Cumberland Chapter
Jean Faulkner, President, (301) 729-8942
Monthly meetings third Thursday of the month in Cumberland, MD


National Harbor Chapter
Michelle Clark, President, (301) 583-8585, mcikeyc@aol.com
Monthly meetings fourth Saturday in Bowie, MD


Sligo Creek Chapter
Debbie Brown, President, (301) 881-1892, Deborahb14@verizon.net
Monthly meetings second Saturday primarily in Silver Spring, MD


TLC Chapter
Mary Jo Hartle, President, (318) 243-4135, Mjhartle23@gmail.com
Meetings third Thursday in Towson, MD


Maryland Parents of Blind Children
Melissa Riccobono, President, (443) 708-3663, mdpobc@nfbmd.org
Holds a holiday party, family picnic and conducts at least one seminar during the year.

Maryland Association of Blind Students
David Bouchard, President, (443) 529-2976, davidb521@gmail.com
Holds periodic meetings throughout the year.

Senior Issues Division
Ruth Sager, President, (410) 602-9030,  rsager@bism.org
Holds conference calls at 10:00 a.m., second Monday of each month.
Stay Connected and Informed:
Please follow the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland on Twitter! Visit www.twitter.com/NFBMD to receive affiliate news and updates.

Friend the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland on Facebook! Search for NFB Maryland.

Stay connected with your fellow Maryland Federationists by joining our state email listserv. This list allows you to receive affiliate and nation announcements, and also to start and participate in discussions regarding blindness and blindness issues. To sign up visit www.nfbnet.org, click on “join or drop NFB mailing lists,” and activate “NFBMD” link, and follow the instructions. Many of our local chapters now also have listservs. Talk to your chapter president to learn how to sign up so you don’t miss important information about chapter news and events.

Visit our website at www.nfbmd.org.  Check out our blog for the President’s Messages.  We welcome blogposts from all of our members.  Be sure to check out the Blindness Resources link and the Know Your Rights link to keep up to date on important information.  Be sure to download and print About NFBMD, in the About Us tab on www.nfbmd.org, for use at chapter outreach events.  
BRAILLE SPECTATOR
The Braille Spectator is published for members of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland and others who share an interest in the work of this organization.  The Braille Spectator can be read on the web at www.nfbmd.org/newsletter  or can be listened to on the local channel of NFB-Newsline.

Committees of the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland

Ambassadors Committee

Judy Rasmussen, Chairman

Anna Freysz Cable Award Committee

Debbie Brown, Chairman

Convention Child Care Committee
Amanda Coles and Shannon Hart, Co-Chairmen

Convention Registration Committee

Trisha Tatam, Chairman
Convention Sponsorship/Exhibit Hall Committee

Melissa Riccobono, Chairman

Deaf-Blind and Hard of Hearing Concerns Committee

Janice Toothman, Chairman

Distinguished Educator of Blind Children Award Committee

Melissa Riccobono, Chairman

Door Prize Committee

Darlene Barrett, Chairman

Federal Legislation Committee

Jesse Hartle, Chairman

Federal Legislative Social Media Committee
Sarah Baebler, Chairman

Hospitality Committee
Wilma Smith, Chairman

Jennifer Baker Award Committee

Susan Baker, Chairman

Kenneth Jernigan Award Committee

Dr. Marc Maurer, Chairman

Membership Committee

Ronza Othman, Chairman

Nomination Committee

Ellen Ringlein, Chairman

PAC Plan Committee

John G. Paré Jr., Chairman
Resolutions Committee

Parnell Diggs, Chairman

Scholarship Committee

Jesse Hartle, Chairman

National Funding Support Auction Committee

Michael Bullis, Chairman

Youth Activity Committee

Melissa Lomax, Chairman
Webmaster

Steve Brand

KNFB Reader

Fast, Accurate, Efficient 

Version 2 for iOS and Android now available!
http://www.knfbreader.com
About the Carousel

The Carousel Beachfront Hotel is located at 11700 Coastal Highway, Ocean City. Coastal Highway, the main route through Ocean City, runs from north to south. Cross streets are numbered; numbers increase as you travel north.

Entering the lobby of the Carousel from the main entrance, Coastal Highway is behind you and the famed Ocean City beach is directly ahead of you. Off the lobby, the front desk is on your right and elevators are on your left.

Walking through the lobby towards the beach, you will enter the Carousel’s Atrium after passing through a set of double doors. Turning left, as soon as you enter the Atrium, the Ice Rink is on your right. The Delaware, Washington, Maryland, and Virginia rooms (in that order) are on your left, and the Game Room is straight ahead of you. Turning right at the end of the Ice Rink, and proceeding toward the beach, you will come to the Seasons Oceanfront Restaurant and the Bamboo Lounge located at the far left corner of the Atrium.

Again entering the Atrium, straight ahead of you is the Bistro, featuring hand-dipped as well as soft serve ice cream, ice cream bars, popcorn, cotton candy as well as a variety of candy including Gummy Bears, Gummy Sharks, Gummy Fish, Gummy Worms, and Jolly Rancher. This is also where you can get a variety of breakfast options including Eastern Shore Coffee, Krispy Kreme, bagels, cereal, etc. Walking to the back of the Bistro, then turning left with the Ice Rink on your left, is another way to get to the Seasons Restaurant and the Bamboo Lounge.

Starting again at the main entrance to the Atrium, and walking straight ahead, the Ice Rink will be on your left and the Indoor Swimming Pool, Whirlpool, Exercise Room and Sauna, Restrooms, the Pennsylvania Room, and the Gift Shop will all be to your right.

Combine pleasure with business at the Carousel Hotel and Resort. Enjoy breakfast, lunch or dinner in the Seasons Restaurant, a casual oceanfront dining room, open from 7:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Snacks and sandwiches are also available in the lounge. To accommodate the convention, the lounge will open at 11a.m. on Sunday if you wish to purchase a sandwich for the ride home. The buses will leave shortly after adjournment, so don’t delay.

The Carousel’s extensive recreational facilities include an Indoor Swimming Pool, Exercise Room, and Ice Rink. Sink into the Whirlpool and relax in the Sauna after a workout or spend the afternoon strolling along the beach.
Nearby Attractions

Facing towards Coastal Highway outside the main entrance, on the same side, and to the right of the hotel on Coastal Highway is The Crabcake Factory which is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Facing towards Coastal Highway outside the main entrance, across the street and to the right will be Food Lion, Dunkin Donuts/Baskin Robbins, Rippons Seafood, CVS drug store, a Wawa, Dolle’s fine candies, Jule’s Fine Dining, Whiskers Pub, No. 1 Chinese Restaurant, Billy’s Subs, and 7-11.

Directly across Coastal Highway from the main entrance is Tutti Frutti Yogurt. 

Across the street and to the left will be The Greene Turtle, Pizza Tugos and Caffe Café. Past the Greene Turtle, to the left in the Gold Coast Mall are Rite Aid, Candy Kitchen, Three Brothers, and a movie theatre.

All of these things are within 2 blocks to the right, or to the left.

Ocean City is loaded with many fine restaurants and interesting attractions. If you wish to use paratransit transportation call 410.723.1606 or 410.723.1607. Because you will be having such a grand time at our convention, you will not have time for any of them!
Registration

Registration and packet pickup for the Convention will be held outside the Maryland/Virginia, and Delaware rooms in the Atrium on Friday 1:30-6:00 p.m.; on Saturday 8:00 a.m.-8:40 a.m. and 12:00 noon to 12:15 p.m.; and on Sunday 8:30 a.m. to 8:50 a.m.

Registration fee: $25.00


Banquet: $40.00 per person


Senior Issues Division & Parents Division Luncheons: $22 per person

Banquet Ticket Exchange, Saturday 1:20-2:00 p.m. outside Maryland/Virginia rooms.  Turn in banquet tickets to reserve seating at a specific table.  Banquet Ticket Exchange is necessitated by the large number of persons attending the banquet.

All persons taking advantage of the reduced room rates offered by the Carousel Resort Hotels and Condominiums for this convention are required to register with the convention and to pay the registration fee of $25.00.

Door Prizes
Darlene Barrett is the chairman of the Door Prize Committee.  Many of you have been hard at work gathering fabulous door prizes for this convention.  Please turn in your door prizes to Darlene as soon as possible.  You must be registered for the Convention and present when your name is called in order to win a door prize.  Door prizes will be awarded during the general sessions on Saturday and Sunday and during the convention banquet. 

Hospitality

Stop by the Hospitality Suite, Room 612, for refreshments and fellowship Saturday morning from 7:00 a.m. to 8:35 a.m. and Sunday morning from 7:00 a.m. to 8:50 a.m.

Fun with Friends Convention Child Care Activities
All child care (for children ages 6 weeks to 9 years) will take place in the Washington Room.  Hours are: Friday 9:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; Saturday 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m. and 6:30-10:00 p.m. (lunch and dinner will be provided). Parents should contact Amanda Coles for details.

Hotel Check Out and Luggage Handling

On Sunday, you must check out of your room before 12:30 p.m.  Since normal checkout is 11 a.m., you must inform the front desk that you are checking out late and have them re-key your room, because all keys are automatically disabled at 11 a.m.
If you are leaving the Carousel by NFB of Maryland bus, please bring your luggage to the Delaware Room between 7:30 and 9 a.m. Sunday, where it will be tagged and held for storage until 12:00 noon when buses will be loaded.  Since buses will be making more than one stop, we need your luggage early so that it can be identified for correct drop-off location.  Please be sure that your luggage is clearly labeled with your name address, and telephone number.

Friday Night Play and Island Beach Party

Don’t miss The Braille Apocalypse, a play performed by our elementary and middle school blind children.  Get to the Pennsylvania Room early because the curtain goes up at 8:15 p.m.  
Island Beach Party will begin in the Pennsylvania Room after the play.  You will feel like you are in the Caribbean when you hear the live music of M. P. Steel.  We will have a contest for the best looking beach bum. Practice the limbo, play other beach games, enjoy snacks, and more…
FUNDING THE MOVEMENT

Donations and pledges to the NFB of Maryland will be taken during the banquet.  The affiliate is in desperate need of funds at this time.

PAC Plan
By joining the NFB’s Pre-Authorized Contribution (PAC) plan you can make regular contributions to support our National Movement.  It’s simple!  Just fill out the PAC form, which you can get from our PAC Chairman, John Pare.  See him at the PAC table during general sessions Saturday and Sunday in order to join the PAC Plan or increase your pledge.

National Funding Support Auction

Our auction for the White Cane, SUN, the Jernigan, and the Jacobus tenBroek Memorial Funds will take place spontaneously throughout the Convention.  Bring your auction items to Chairman Michael Bullis as soon as possible.  Be ready to bid at any time on that must-have item!

Jacobus tenBroek Legacy Society

Help build a future full of opportunity for the blind by becoming a member of the Jacobus tenBroek Legacy Society.  Your legacy gift to the National Federation of the Blind can be made in the form of a will or living trust, an income-generating gift, or by naming the NFB as a beneficiary of a retirement plan or life insurance policy.  You can also become a member of the Jacobus tenBroek Legacy Society by making a legacy gift to the National Federation of the Blind of Maryland (or other state affiliate).  By committing to support an NFB affiliate, your gift will benefit both local and national programs, as all bequests made to affiliates are split evenly with the NFB national treasury.  In addition to having the satisfaction of contributing to the future success of the NFB’s mission, the tenBroek Legacy Society members will also receive a specially-designed thank you gift and other benefits.  For additional information about the Jacobus tenBroek Legacy Society, please contact Lou Ann Blake at the NFB Jernigan Institute by email at lblake@nfb.org or by telephone at (410) 659-9314, extension 2221.
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Caption: On May 12, Governor Hogan signed HB535 Orientation and Mobility Instruction for Blind Children into law as Federationists looked on.
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Caption: On September 8, NFBMD Representatives met with Congresswoman Donna Edwards.  As a result, she is now a co-sponsor of HR188, the TIME Act.
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CONVENTION AGENDA

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13

9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Knowledge, Tools, and Connections: Empowering Our Children to Live the Lives They Want!  A conference for parents and teachers.  Learn about the breadth and depth of MDPOBC activities; the expansion of transition services for youth; ABLE accounts; getting the tools your child needs to be successful in school; handling stress; surviving Common Core math; and more.  Melissa Riccobono, President, Maryland Parents of Blind Children, Baltimore, MD.  The conference begins in the Delaware Room.  
11:30 a.m.  Pick up box lunches in front of the Pennsylvania Room.  Parents’ box lunches will be in the Delaware Room.  You paid for and reserved a box lunch when you pre-registered.
12:00 noon – 1:20 p.m.  NFBMD Board of Directors Meeting.  Everyone is encouraged to attend!  Pennsylvania Room
12:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Exhibits.  Check out the latest offerings from a variety of companies and organizations that provide technology and services for the blind.  Be sure to try out the new voting machine that Maryland voters will use in the 2016 presidential elections.  Maryland Room
1:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. Convention Registration and Packet pick up.  Outside the Maryland/ Virginia and Delaware rooms
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Is there an ABLE (Achieving a Better Life Experience) account in your future?  This workshop is for both people who became disabled before or by age 26 and for parents of blind children.  Presenter, Jim McCarthy, Staff to the task force on the Maryland ABLE Program, Baltimore, MD. Pennsylvania Room
1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Curing the Cement of the Federation: Membership.  Facilitators Dr. Marc Maurer, Director of Legal Policy NFB, Baltimore, MD and Jeannie Massay, National Membership Chairman, Edmond, OK.  Delaware Room
1:30 p.m. – 2:20 p.m. New Members Welcome.  Judy Rasmussen, Chairman, Ambassadors Committee, Kensington, MD.  Virginia Room
2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Maryland Association of Blind Students Annual Meeting.  David Bouchard, President, Baltimore, MD.  Room 612
2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  Making the iPhone Work for You.  Learn More About iPhone Apps, Gestures, and more.  You must bring your iPhone to this workshop.  Presented by BISM instructors.  Ruth Sager, Coordinator, Baltimore, MD.  Virginia Room
2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  Dominating Diabetes. A seminar for new and experienced diabetics, or those who want to just learn about coping with diabetes and its complications.  Eileen Rivera-Ley, Facilitator, Baltimore, MD.  Pennsylvania Room
2:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. Hands-on Experience with the KNFB Reader on both iOS and Android platforms. Don’t forget to enter the drawing for a free KNFB Reader app.  Chris Danielsen, NFBMD Liaison for the KNFB Reader, Baltimore, MD. Virginia Room
2:45 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.  Parent Concurrent Workshops, Session 1. 
Workshop 1: Braille, A Tool for Success: Fun Ways to Encourage Braille for Young Readers, and Older Braille Learners. Melissa Riccobono, President, Maryland Parents of Blind Children, Baltimore, MD.  Delaware Room
Workshop 2: How Much is too Little? How Much is too Much? How Do We Get the Tools We Need to Help Our Children Succeed in School, and Live the Lives They Want in the Future? Mary Jo Hartle, NOMC, President, TLC Chapter, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland, Lutherville, MD. Room 611
4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  What if I Had an iPhone?  A Test Drive with the iPhone and Apps.  You do not need to bring an iPhone for this workshop. Presented by BISM instructors.  Ruth Sager, Coordinator, Baltimore, MD. Virginia Room
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Deaf-Blind and Hard of Hearing Concerns Committee Meeting.  Share strategies and ideas to maintain independence. Anyone interested is invited to attend.  Janice Toothman, Chairman, Bowie, MD.  Room 611
4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.  Parent Concurrent Workshops, Session 2
Workshop 3: Math Toys I Wish I Had When I Was Six! Your Child, Math, the Common Core, and How You Can Help. Dr. Al Maneki, Senior STEAM Advisor, NFB Jernigan Institute, Columbia, MD. Delaware Room
Workshop 4: Take a Deep Breath; It’s Just Stuffed Animals and Spaghetti: Stress Relief for You and Your Child. Jeannie Massay, LPC, Treasurer, National Federation of the Blind, President, National Federation of the Blind of Oklahoma, Edmond, OK. Room 612
5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.   Water Aerobics.  Unwind and work out your frustrations in the hotel indoor swimming pool.  Enjoy the water.  You won’t even know you’re exercising.  Roz Pearlman, Instructor, Baltimore, MD.  
5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  String Baseball Game.  Try this new method of playing baseball. All levels of experience welcome.  Ronza Othman, Coach, Baltimore, MD. Meet in front of the Virginia Room 
7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m.  Resolutions Committee Meeting.  Parnell Diggs, Chairman, Baltimore, MD. Maryland Room
8:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  The Braille Apocalypse.  Blind elementary and middle-school students will perform this interesting play about Braille.  Pennsylvania Room
9:00 p.m. – Midnight.  Island Beach Party.  Live Music by MP Steel, beach games, dancing, best-looking beach-bum contest, snacks and more. Amy Crouse, Salisbury, MD, and Thera Morning, Baltimore, MD, Social Directors.  Pennsylvania Room
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14
7:00 a.m. –8:35 a.m.  Convention Hospitality.  Room 612
7:15 a.m. –8:00 a.m.  2015 National Federation of the Blind Braille Enrichment Literacy and Learning (NFB BELL) Reunion for Students and Parents.  Room 611 
8:00 a.m. –8:35 a.m.  Cane Walk.  Room 611
8:00 a.m. –8:40 a.m. Convention Registration and Packet Pick-up.  Outside Maryland/Virginia, and Delaware Rooms
8:15 a.m. –10:00 p.m.  Fun with Friends.  Activities for Children. Washington Room
All general sessions will be held in the Maryland/Virginia rooms.

MORNING SESSION
8:45 a.m.  Opening Ceremonies.  Call to Order and Invocation.
8:50 a.m.   Raising Expectations by Supporting our National Funds.  White Cane, Sun, Jernigan, Jacobus tenBroek Funds.  Dr. Marc Mauer, Immediate Past President, National Federation of the Blind, Baltimore, MD.
9:00 a.m. Ocean City Welcome, Convention Announcements and a message from our sponsor, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland.
9:15 a.m. Raising Expectations Across America, a Report from the National Office.  Jeannie Massay, Treasurer, National Federation of the Blind, and President of the NFB of Oklahoma, Edmond, Oklahoma.
9:45 a.m. The KNFB Reader Is…?  

9:50 a.m. Regulating Transportation Network Companies and Some Taxis:  Protecting the Rights of Passengers, Including the Blind.  Christopher Koermer, Director of Transportation, Maryland Public Service Commission, Baltimore, MD.   
10:05 a.m. Questions and Discussion 

10:15 a.m. Raising Expectations in Maryland: A Report from the President. Sharon Maneki, Columbia, MD. 
10:45 a.m. Get on the PAC Plan Today!  John G. Paré Jr., PAC Chairman, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland, Baltimore, MD.
11:00 a.m.  Will the 2016 Elections Be a Step Backward for Blind Voters? Nikki Charlson, Deputy State Administrator, State Board of Elections, Annapolis, MD.
11:15 a.m.  Questions and Discussion

11:30 a.m. 1-844-438-5469: A Phone Number that Many Blind People Should Call.  Johanna Swanson, Account Manager, Vanda Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Washington, DC.
11:40 a.m. Opportunities and Challenges Created by the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act. Sue Schaffer, Director, Office of Blindness and Vision Services, Division of Rehabilitation Services, Maryland State Department of Education, Baltimore, MD.
11:55 a.m. Questions and Discussion
12:00 Noon.  Adjourn

12:00 Noon -12:15 p.m.  Convention Registration and Packet Pick-up.  Outside the Maryland/Virginia and Delaware rooms. 
12:00 Noon -1:45 p.m. Luncheon- the Education of Blind or Visually Impaired Students – for parents, students and vision teachers-.  Melissa Riccobono, President, Parents of Blind Children Division National Federation of the Blind of Maryland, Baltimore, MD. Pennsylvania Room 
12:00 Noon -1:45 p.m. Luncheon- Reclaiming Independence after Vision Loss- for Seniors and others facing vision loss-. Ruth Sager, Senior Issues Division, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland, Baltimore, MD. Delaware Room
12:00 Noon -1:45 p.m. Luncheon – David Bouchard, President, Maryland Association of Blind Students, Baltimore, MD. Room 612
1:20 p.m. -2:00 p.m.  Banquet Exchange.  Outside the Maryland/Virginia Rooms
AFTERNOON SESSION
2:00 p.m.  Call to Order

2:05 p.m.  Transitioning to Integrated Meaningful Employment: Progress on the Federal Front and the Role of the States. Rose Sloan, Government Affairs Specialist, National Federation of the Blind, Baltimore, MD.
2:15 p.m.  The Journey to Paying the Minimum Wage to Workers with Disabilities at Melwood.  Cari DeSantis, President and CEO, Melwood, Upper Marlboro, MD.
2:30 p.m.  Questions and Discussion

2:40 p.m.  Raising Expectations: Obstacles and Opportunities for Employment. Fred Puente, President, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland, Salisbury, MD. 
2:55 p.m.  Questions and Discussion
3:00 p.m.  Raising Expectations for Students. Karen Frank, Early Learning Coordinator/Principal, Maryland School for the Blind, Baltimore, MD.
3:15 p.m.  Questions and Discussion

3:20 p.m.  Improving iCanConnect and other Deaf/Blind services in Maryland. Brandon Cox, Senior Director of Rehabilitation Services, Columbia Lighthouse for the Blind, Washington, DC. 

3:35 p.m.  Questions and Discussion

3:40 p.m.  We Can Meet the Challenge of Maintaining Employment Through the Love, Hope and Determination of the National Federation of the Blind.  Panel Members: Yasmine Reyazuddin, Information & Referral Aid 2, Aging & Disability Services, Montgomery County Government, Rockville, MD.  
Beth Fogle-Hatch, System Engineer, US Department of Defense, Baltimore, MD.
Alfred T. D’Agostino, Ph.D., Professor of Chemistry, Notre Dame of Maryland University, Baltimore, MD.
Kehinde Dawodu, Environmental Engineer, Department of Energy and Environment, District of Columbia government, Largo, MD.
4:20 p.m.  Questions and Discussion

4:25 p.m.  Access to State Government for Blind Citizens and Blind Employees:  Is it a New Day? Luis Estrada, Deputy Secretary, Maryland Department of Information Technology, Baltimore, MD.
4:40 p.m.  Questions and Discussion

4:50 p.m.  Reports and Resolutions

5:00 p.m.  Adjourn

6:00 p.m.  Reception and Cash Bar.  Carousel Atrium.
7:00 p.m.  49th Annual Convention Banquet.  Master of Ceremonies: Dr. Marc Maurer, Director of Legal Policy, National Federation of the Blind, Baltimore, MD.  Keynote Banquet Address: Jeannie Massay, Treasurer, National Federation of the Blind, and President of the NFB of Oklahoma, Edmond, Oklahoma.  Scholarships and Awards.  Pennsylvania Room
After Banquet Student Division “Game and Chatroom” Everyone is a student!

Delaware Room

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15

7:00 a.m. -8:50 a.m.  Convention Hospitality, Room 612
7:00 a.m. -8:15 a.m.  Board of Director’s Meeting, Parents of Blind Children Division.  Melissa Riccobono, President. Washington Room
7:15 a.m. -8:00 a.m.  At-Large Chapter Meeting, Room 611
7:30 a.m.  Luggage Collection (for bus passengers only) Delaware Room

8:00 a.m.  -8:30 a.m.  Nonsectarian Devotions.  Lloyd and Judy Rasmussen, Sligo Creek Chapter, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland, Kensington, MD.
Maryland/Virginia Rooms
8:30 a.m.  NFB BELL Participants Final Rehearsal. Room 610
8:30 a.m.  -8:50 a.m.  Convention Registration and Packet pick up. Outside Maryland/Virginia Rooms

MORNING SESSION

9:00 a.m.  Call to Order and Invocation

9:05 a.m.  Raising Expectations through the NFB Braille Enrichment Literacy and Learning (BELL) Program.  Melissa Riccobono, BELL Coordinator, Baltimore, MD.  Student presentations and introduction of volunteers.
9:20 a.m.  Presenting the Freshman Leaders.  Melissa Lomax, Board of Directors, National Federation of the Blind of Maryland and Youth Activities Coordinator Blind Industries and Services of Maryland, Baltimore, MD.
9:30 a.m.  Happy Birthday NFB, Building the Lives We Want: 75 years of the National Federation of the Blind.  Dr. Marc Maurer, an e-book author 
9:45 a.m.  Keeping Books and Information Flowing at LBPH.  Leslie Bowman, Director, Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, Baltimore, MD.
10:00 a.m.  Questions and Discussion
10:05 a.m.  A Salute to Our Veterans

10:15 a.m.  Spreading the Accessibility Fever at Universities in Maryland and Throughout the Nation.  Dr. Jonathan Lazar, Professor of Information and Computer Sciences, Director, Undergraduate Program in Information Systems, Towson University, Columbia, MD.
10:30 a.m.  Living the Lives They Want: Three Federationists Show How it Can Be Done.  Marguerite Woods, World Traveler and Community Activist, President, At-Large Chapter, Baltimore, MD;  Donna Posont, Naturalist and Creator of Birding By Ear and Beyond, University of Michigan, Dearborn, MI;  Nikos Daley, Active in Everything from Church to Sports , Recruiter, Rehabilitation Core Program, Blind Industries and Services of Maryland, Baltimore, MD.  
11:00 a.m.  Questions and Discussion

11:05 a.m.  Affiliate Elections and Business Meeting

12:00 Adjourn

A Closing Message

On behalf of the officers and Board of Directors, I take this opportunity to thank all Federationists and friends for your generous donations of funds, goods and services. We had a most successful year and a super convention because of your help.  
Sharon Maneki, President

For lower electricity and natural gas rates.

To save money on your monthly utility bills.

To direct part of your monthly bill to NFBMD treasury.

Select Viridian Energy as your energy supplier of choice.

Viridian serves, BG&E, Pepco and Pepco DC customers and many more.  

To choose Viridian, go to customer.veridian.com and follow the linked instructions.

Use id number 17403.

To call Viridian directly, 866-663-2508.

To talk to us about directly about Viridian call 410-715-9596.

THANK YOU
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Help Drive Change!


The National Federation of the Blind is now accepting vehicle donations!  To donate a vehicle of any kind, please call 1-855-659-9314, or visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.carshelpingtheblind.org" �www.carshelpingtheblind.org�.





Arrangements will be made to tow your vehicle at no cost to you.  You will receive a receipt for your tax-deductible donation.  Each vehicle donated is worth approximately $500.





Don’t have a vehicle to donate yourself?  No problem.  Please pass the word to family and friends about the new initiative and help drive change with the National Federation of the Blind. 








GreenDrop


The National Federation of the Blind has teamed up with GreenDrop to collect donations of clothing and household items.  If you live in or near Laurel or College Park, Maryland, you can bring donations directly to Second Avenue stores for drop off.  If you, or family or friends, live in Connecticut, the District of Columbia, Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, or Virginia, you can donate your unwanted items through drop-off locations or call for a pickup from your home or business.  Your donation will help the blind live the life we want.  For more information about the National Federation of the Blind GreenDrop program or to schedule a pickup of your unwanted items, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.nfbpickup.org" �www.nfbpickup.org�, call 1-888-610-4NFB (4632), or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:GreenDrop@nfb.org" �GreenDrop@nfb.org�.  You can also contact us if you would like to organize a household discards drive in your neighborhood, at your school, or where you work. 











When you shop on Amazon.com, please go instead to Smile.Amazon.com.  Designate National Federation of the Blind of Maryland as your charity of choice. Amazon will give 0.5% of the price of eligible Amazon Smile purchases to us!  To specify National Federation of the Blind of Maryland, first go to: � HYPERLINK "http://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_se_abtpo_r_about_smi" �http://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_se_abtpo_r_about_smi�





THANK YOU








